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TIME-LINE 
 

 

 

October 
2023

• Sixth Form subject handbook available online 

• Discussions with students on making choices, A-levels and careers

• 9th October (6pm) - The Ladies' College Sixth Form Open Evening in LC Hall

• 10th October (6pm) - Elizabeth College Sixth Form Open Evening in EC Hall

• Handbook and videos of subject presentations available

November
2023

• 1st November (6pm) - Choices Evening Q&A sessions for students and parents

• 11th November - Provisional subject choices made

• 22nd November (5pm) - U5 Parents Evening (LC)

January / 

February
2024

• Individual interviews with students

• Prelim and Mock examinations returned

• Final subject blocks available

March 
2024

• 12th March EC Year 11 Parents Evening

• 15th March - Final subject choices made
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INTRODUCTION 
 

You are now at a very important and exciting stage of your education.  The choices that you make at this stage will 

have a substantial influence on the way that your future develops.  It is essential that you take time to consider your 

options and discuss matters fully with your parents and your teachers.  This booklet is designed to help you do this. 

 

Your Sixth Form curriculum will be made up by a mixture of subjects, those you have chosen to study and some 

additional core elements.  You should aim for a choice of subjects which will enable you to make the best use of your 

talents, give you a good set of qualifications and provide you with personal satisfaction.  All students undertake the 

Colleges’ Sixth Form Diploma, Core Skills, Careers and Enrichment programmes. 

 

YOUR CURRICULUM 
 

You are more in control of your curriculum than ever before as you make choices about what to study. The circle 

below shows you how you can build your weekly menu of learning. There is a central core is for all students and will be 

delivered by the College at which you are registered. Most students will study three standard A-levels shown by the 

amber, green and light blue rings. In addition, the dark blue ring shows that students can also choose one of the 

following: 

 Further Mathematics A-level 

 The Extended Project Qualification 

 Maths In Context 
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ARRANGEMENT OF COURSES 

 

You should be aware that, whilst the majority of subjects are taught in both schools, there are some that are taught in 

only one of the Colleges. Some points to be aware of: 

 

1. The norm is that all students are able to study their chosen subjects. Unusual combinations of subjects may 

prove difficult to timetable and you are therefore asked to submit a reserve choice, which we would discuss 

with you if required. 

 

2. Courses may not run if small numbers of students select them, although the school will endeavour to make it 

possible to study them and this may require some flexibility over lesson allocation. 

 

3. A-level study is more demanding than GCSE.  Remember that it is not starting the course but getting a good 

grade at the end of it that is important.  Be prepared to work hard and listen to the advice from the staff about 

your chance of success or suitability for a course. 

 

4. Note that the standard three A-levels is not the only route through the Sixth Form. Please discuss options with 

the relevant Head of Year. 

 

How do you choose which subjects to study? 

Ask yourself these basic questions: 

1. Which subjects do I most enjoy? 

2. At which subjects am I most successful? 

3. Do I hope to go to university? 

4. What career do I want?  

5. Where do I want to be in ten to fifteen years’ time? 

6. What other careers might I be interested in? Do take particular note that there are many rewarding 

careers available to scientists other than being a doctor! University departments often indicate the sorts 

of careers into which their graduates tend to go; read up about this.  

7. What ambitions have I got? 

8. Do my teachers advise me to take this subject? 

 

Take time to find out as much as you can about the courses, talk to staff and talk to students in the present Lower or 

Upper Sixth. 

1. What sorts of skills do A-level subjects require?  Are they the same as those required at GCSE level?  If 

not, how do they differ? 

2. How much factual knowledge will be involved and how much analysis and interpretation is required? 

3. Will the subject require good essay-writing technique? 

4. What forms of assessment does the course require?  Do they match my strengths? 

5. How much independent study is required? Is this one of my strengths? 

6. Am I prepared to take part in discussions? 

7. What form of individual study will be required?  Will it be mainly reading or practical assignments? 
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SUMMARY OF ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 

All entrants to the Sixth Form must have achieved at least Grade 4 in Maths and English Language IGCSE or GCSE (or 

equivalent). In addition, a minimum Grade 6 is required in the subjects relevant to those a student is wishing to study 

at A-level. Advice will be given during the A-level Choices Evening on relevant subjects. 

 

It should be noted that these are minimum requirements and there is a clear correlation between student’s 

attainment at (I)GCSE in connected subjects and their attainment at the end of their A-level courses. In some cases 

there may be extenuating circumstances and an individual conversation should be had with the Head of Year initially. 

It may also be that a student wishes to take a subject at A-level that they have not studied at GCSE; this can be 

possible with an equivalent attainment in similar subjects, such as humanities. Please discuss with the Head of 

Department in the first instance. The advice that we give is based on managing expectations and helping students to 

have success in pursuing their particular subject choices in the Sixth Form. It may, in certain circumstances, be difficult 

to provide an acceptable course of study.  Any such concerns will be discussed with students and parents during Upper 

Five / Year 11 and after the publication of (I)GCSE results. 

 

 

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME: THE COLLEGES’ DIPLOMA 
 

As well as their three A-level courses, all students also follow a course of enrichment which contributes to the 

Colleges’ Sixth Form Diploma. This is a programme which has been put together in consultation with universities and 

employers, and is designed to develop and credit the various skill areas which they say are frequently lacking, even in 

the most able students with the highest A-level grades. The Diploma has the endorsement of the Guernsey Training 

Agency University Centre. These skills include: 

• The ability to read more widely around a topic and respond to what they have read 

• Presentation skills 

• Independent study skills 

• Supra-Curricular activities (e.g. extra reading, MOOCs, EPQ, TED talks) 

 

These skills are delivered in a number of ways: 

• A core content of required reading and attendance at lectures, with extra credit for further talks, dramatic 

productions, concerts etc. 

• A taught element of study skills 

• A requirement to have written and delivered a presentation 

• Critical Thinking through independent study of a MOOC (Massive Open On-line Course) run by the University 

of Auckland 

• A piece of extended writing, which may be the full EPQ (see below) 

• The opportunity and encouragement to take further MOOCs in whatever area(s) interest the students, or a 

qualification in Mandarin or TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign Language) 

 

The Diploma also has a requirement for some form of service to others and gives credit for all the wide range of extra-

curricular activities in which our students are involved. 
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ANCIENT HISTORY 
 

Examination Board:  OCR    

 

The A-level specification contains four elements combining two period studies and two depth studies. The course gives 

the opportunity to study topics from both Greek and Roman history.  

Greek topics include: 

• Relations between Greek and non-Greek states 492-404BC 

• The Society and Politics of Sparta  

Roman topics include:  

• The Julio-Claudian Emperors, 31BC-AD68 

• The Flavians 

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

Ancient History is suited to all students with an interest in the Ancient World. It also is an excellent complement to 

History as it involves many of the same skills. You do not need any prior knowledge of Classical Civilisation or Ancient 

History to start this course, but you may find it particularly interesting if you have some knowledge of History, or the 

Classical World. Other subjects that would go well with Classics are History, English Literature, Art and Languages  

 

For what kind of student is Ancient History suitable? 

There are no entry requirements, but students should have a genuine interest in the ancient world and an enquiring 

mind. This subject offers you the opportunity to study the work of historians who shaped the Western tradition of the 

writing of history. You will have the chance to acquire the skills needed by a historian, through study of a choice of 

topics in Greek and Roman History from the fifth century BC to the second century AD, looking at significant events, 

individuals and issues.  

  

What skills can I develop during this course? 

The study of Ancient History will develop analytical skills, allowing you to examine and evaluate evidence, consider its 

reliability or bias and compare the relative value of different types of evidence. It will give students an understanding 

of how societies and civilisations change and have influenced modern society. These skills are easily transferrable to a 

wide range of other subjects and careers.  

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

With a qualification in Ancient History, you could go on to Higher Education, or directly into employment. All classical 

subjects give an excellent preparation for students who wish to progress to further study of the classical world, or to 

history courses in higher education. Previous students have gone on to study Classical Studies, Archaeology, History (of 

various periods) as well as many other Humanities subjects. Classical subjects are looked on favourably by prospective 

employers as students of it have a broad knowledge of a different era and have developed high levels of analytical and 

evaluation skills. 
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ART, CRAFT & DESIGN 
 

Examination Board: WJEC  

 

How is the course structured? 

First Year 

Unit 1: Personal Creative Enquiry. This is an extended, exploratory project in response to a set theme and students 

must integrate critical, practical and theoretical work. 

Second Year 

Unit 2: Personal Investigation, made up of two integrated parts: 

• A major in-depth investigative project with outcomes based on themes and subject matter of personal 

significance to the candidate. 

• An extended written element of 1000 words minimum which may include images and texts and must clearly 

relate to the practical work.  

Unit 3: The Externally Set Assignment consists of two parts: 

• Supporting and preparatory studies in response to one of the themes set by the exam board. Responses take 

the form of critical, practical and theoretical preparatory work that will inform the resolution of the ideas. 

• A 15-hour period of sustained focus work. The resolution of learners’ ideas from the preparatory work must be 

completed in this period under supervised conditions. 

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

It is strongly desirable that students taking this course have previously gained a higher grade in GCSE Art & Design. 

Good skills in research and critical writing are also highly desirable. Skill in drawing is a huge benefit and is a particular 

area of focus in the new exam board specifications. 

 

What will I learn on this Advanced level course? 

The main purpose of any course in art, craft and design is to develop your ability to appreciate the visual world, 

respond in a personal and creative way and to contribute for the benefit of everyone. You are free to make work in a 

wide range of areas that include painting, printmaking, sculpture, graphic design, 3D design, film and photography. 

This course allows students to explore their own ideas and develop a personal approach to making art. 

 

For what kind of student is this course suitable?  

Students studying this course need to be well motivated, organised and able to work independently. It is important 

that students have genuine interest and enthusiasm for the subject and a willingness to engage with new ideas. A 

determination to develop skills through sustained practise is also required. 

 

What skills can I develop during this course? 

You will develop: a working knowledge of materials, practices and technology within art; the skills to interpret and 

convey your ideas and feelings using art, craft and design; your imaginative and creative powers and your 

experimental, analytical and documenting skills; a specialist vocabulary and the knowledge and understanding of the 

place of art, craft and design in society.  

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

The most common path into Higher Education is to undertake a foundation course in art and design. This helps 

students to identify specific areas of interest to prepare for an application to a degree course. Alternatively, students 

may apply to a degree course directly. The range of courses is extremely wide, including: fine art, graphic design and 

illustration, web design and interactive media, 3D and product design, film and video, theatre design, photography, 

fashion and many more. Career prospects include architecture, education, fashion, fine art, illustration, interior design, 

landscape architecture, museum and gallery work, textile design and media communication.  
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Art and Design (Graphic Communication)  
 

Examination Board:        EDUQAS 

 

How is the course structured? 

First Year: 

Foundation skills: The first half term, students will be engaged in a number of exercises and activities to develop their 

design and creative skills. This will include sketching and visual recording exercises, critical writing, exploration of 

existing designers and artists work and process exploration.  

 

Component 1: Personal Creative Enquiry. This is an extended project in response to a chosen theme and students must 

integrate critical, practical and theoretical work. Students will have a chance to explore a variety of materials and 

processes of their choice. They will then be expected to design, develop, model and manufacture a finished product in 

either 2D/3D but with an emphasis on Graphic outcomes. This is worth 60% of the course. The component will be 

handed in for January of year 2.  

Second Year 

Component 2: The Externally Set Assignment consists of two parts: 

• Design work and studies in response to one of the themes set by the exam board. Portfolio work will include; 

critical, practical and theoretical aspects. There is a high emphasis on design drawings and exploratory 

modelling work, before reaching a final solution/outcome. 

• A 15-hour period of sustained focus work. This must see the conclusion or finish of the final idea. 

• This component is worth 40% of the total mark. 

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

It is strongly desirable that students taking this course have previously gained a higher grade in (I)GCSE DT/Art related 

subjects. Good skills in research and critical writing are also highly desirable. Skill in drawing is a huge benefit and is a 

particular area of focus in the new exam board specifications. 

 

What will I learn on this Advanced level course? 

Students will be able to focus on areas of Graphic Communication that are of particular interest to them (potentially 

related to courses they may wish to pursue post College). Students are able to work in, both digital, and traditional 

methods or a combination of both. There is more chance to specialise in chosen materials or processes. Students will 

also be expected to manage project timelines over a sustained period of time and plan how to manage this.  

 

For what kind of student is this course suitable?  

Students studying this course need to be well motivated, organised and able to work independently. It is important 

that students have genuine interest and enthusiasm for the subject and a willingness to engage with new ideas. A 

determination to develop skills through sustained practise is also required. 

 

What skills can I develop during this course? 

You will develop: a working knowledge of materials, practices and technology within Graphic Design; the skills to 

interpret and convey your ideas and thoughts using a variety of media and techniques; your imaginative and creative 

powers and your experimental, analytical and documenting skills; a specialist vocabulary and the knowledge and 

understanding of the place of design in society today.  

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Students may use this course to apply directly to University for a wide range of courses such as Graphic design, 

Product Design, Industrial Design, Architecture, Digital Design, Illustration, Web Design, Fashion, Fine Art, Film, Video 

or Theatre Design. There is also the option of taking a foundation course first, to further widen the designing and 

creating skills before University. Students may also be suited to starting work directly in fields that interest them. 
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Art and Design (3D Studies) 
 

Examination Board:        EDUQAS 

 

How is the course structured? 

First Year : 

Foundation skills: The first half term, students will be engaged in a number of exercises and activities to develop their 

design and creative skills. This will include sketching and visual recording exercises, critical writing, exploration of 

existing designers and artists work and process exploration.  

Component 1: Personal Creative Enquiry. This is an extended project in response to a chosen theme and students must 

integrate critical, practical and theoretical work. Students will have a chance to explore a variety of materials and 

processes of their choice. They will then be expected to design, develop, model and manufacture a finished product in 

3D. This is to be handed in by January of the second year. 

 

Second Year 

Component2: The Externally Set Assignment consists of two parts: 

• Design work and studies in response to one of the themes set by the exam board. Portfolio work will include; 

critical, practical and theoretical aspects. There is a high emphasis on design drawings and exploratory 

modelling work, before reaching a final solution/outcome. 

• A 15-hour period of sustained focus work. This must see the conclusion or finish of the final idea. 

• This is worth 40% of the total mark. 

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

It is strongly desirable that students taking this course have previously gained a higher grade in (I)GCSE DT/Art related 

subjects. Good skills in research and critical writing are also highly desirable. Skill in drawing is a huge benefit and is a 

particular area of focus in the new exam board specifications. 

 

What will I learn on this Advanced level course? 

Students will be able to focus on areas of 3D design that are of particular interest to them (potentially related to 

courses they may wish to pursue post College). There is more chance to specialise in chosen materials or processes. 

Students will also be expected to manage project timelines over a sustained period of time and plan how to manage 

this.  

For what kind of student is this course suitable?  

Students studying this course need to be well motivated, organised and able to work independently. It is important 

that students have genuine interest and enthusiasm for the subject and a willingness to engage with new ideas. A 

determination to develop skills through sustained practise is also required. 

 

What skills can I develop during this course? 

You will develop: a working knowledge of materials, practices and technology within 3D design; the skills to interpret 

and convey your ideas and thoughts using a variety of media and techniques; your imaginative and creative powers 

and your experimental, analytical and documenting skills; a specialist vocabulary and the knowledge and 

understanding of the place of design in society today.  

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Students may use this course to apply directly to University for a wide range of courses such as Product Design, 

Industrial Design, Architecture, Digital Design, Illustration, Web Design, Fashion, Fine Art, Film, Video or Theatre 

Design. There is also the option of taking a foundation course first, to further widen the designing and creating skills 

before University. Students may also be suited to starting work directly in fields that interest them such as carpentry 

or architectural courses on island.  
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ART & DESIGN (PHOTOGRAPHY)  
 

Examination Board:  WJEC 

 

How is the course structured? 

Year 1  

This consists of one unit: Personal Creative Enquiry. This is an extended, exploratory project in response to a set theme 

and students must integrate critical, practical and theoretical work. 

Year 2 

The coursework unit is made up of two integrated constituent parts: 

• A major in-depth investigative project with outcomes based on themes and subject matter of personal 

significance to the candidate. 

• An extended written element of 1000 words minimum, which may include images and texts and must clearly 

relate to the practical work.  

The externally set assignment consists of two parts: 

• Supporting and preparatory studies in response to one of the themes set by the exam board. Responses take 

the form of critical, practical and theoretical preparatory work that will inform the resolution of the ideas. 

• A 15-hour period of sustained focus work. The resolution of learners’ ideas from the preparatory work must 

be completed in this period under supervised conditions. 

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

It is desirable that students taking this course have previously studied GCSE Art & Design, but consideration will also be 

given to a student with a portfolio of work that shows a reasonable level of interest in Photography. Good skills in 

research and critical thinking are also highly desirable.  

 

What will I learn on this course? 

The main purpose of any course in art, craft and design is to develop your ability to appreciate the visual world, 

respond in a personal and creative way and perhaps even contribute for the benefit of everyone. The skills you will 

develop will be varied.  Among them, you will develop a working knowledge of cameras and photographic techniques 

and lighting.  You will develop the skills to interpret and convey your ideas and feelings using photographic imagery.  

You will develop your imaginative and creative powers and your experimental, analytical and documenting skills.  You 

will also develop a specialist vocabulary and the knowledge and understanding of the place of photography in history 

and in contemporary society.   

 

For what kind of student is this course suitable?  

Students studying this course need to be well motivated, organised and able to work independently. It is important 

that students have genuine interest and enthusiasm for the subject and a willingness to engage with new ideas. A 

determination to develop skills through sustained practice is also required. 

 

What skills can I develop during this course? 

Skills developed include: visual communication, creativity, critical and contextual awareness, problem solving and a 

thorough knowledge of photographic editing and manipulation. 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

With a degree, your photography career options increase exponentially since visual artists are needed across many 

different industries, including advertising, film, television, fashion, geological surveillance, and architecture, but 

Photography is useful in practically all fields of work and leisure. 
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BIOLOGY 
 

Examination Board:  AQA  

 

How is the course structured? 

The A-level course will consist of eight modules: 

• Biological molecules 

• Cells 

• Exchange of substances 

• Variation and Genetics 

• Energy transfers (photosynthesis and respiration) 

• Responding to changes (nervous and hormonal co-ordination) 

• Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems 

• How genes work 

 

This A-level will be assessed through three approximately equally weighted examination papers based on the entire 

two-year course. 

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

It is assumed that all candidates will have studied either Combined Science or the three separate sciences at 

GCSE/IGCSE. However, taking the separate sciences is not a requirement for taking A-level Biology.  

 

For what kind of student is Biology suitable? 

As it is a very broad-based science, those choosing to study Biology will benefit from possessing: a good level of 

confidence and competence in numeracy and GCSE Chemistry, the ability to think logically and the ability to assimilate 

facts and then apply them to unfamiliar situations. Biology is a stand-alone subject but combines well with other 

Sciences, including Psychology, and Mathematics. In the past, other popular combinations have included Geography or 

Physical Education. However, Biology's appeal is such that any combination of subjects is acceptable. The key is to be 

enthusiastic and dedicated; this will be of far more assistance than any particular subject. 

 

What skills can I develop during this course? 

During the course, you will develop the skills previously learnt but also gain practice in thinking logically and 

systematically; analysing and evaluating data. You will continue to develop your practical skills as this forms a key part 

of the A-level course. Students studying Biology will be required to complete fieldwork beyond normal lesson time 

during the course – in recent years this has taken place after the Year 12 summer internal exams. This is an excellent 

opportunity to expand your knowledge of a wider range of ecosystems and ecological techniques. Further details will 

be published nearer the time. 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Students who have studied A-level Biology have gone on to study for a wide range of degrees including: medicine, 

dentistry, natural sciences, veterinary science, physiotherapy, sports science, nursing, biochemistry, pharmacology, 

forestry, agriculture, teaching, psychology, forensic science, and environmental science to name but a few.  Many of 

our former students continue their study beyond A-levels. The skills acquired whilst taking this fascinating subject have 

helped others to become successful in a huge variety of areas from Law to Accountancy. 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 
 

Examination Board: AQA 

 

Students study ten elements. In all cases they will be assessed upon a combination of the following. 

• Multiple choice questions and short answer questions 

• Data response questions broken down into a number of parts 

• A compulsory case study.  

 

The elements will be examined across three two hour papers at the end of year 2. 

• Paper 1 will be assessed on multiple choice questions, short answers and two data response questions drawn 

from all elements of the course. This paper is worth 33.3% of the total qualification. 

• Paper 2 will be assessed on three compulsory data response questions and be drawn from all elements of the 

course. This paper is worth 33.3% of the total qualification. 

• Paper 3 will be assessed one compulsory case study and be drawn from all elements of the course. This paper 

is worth 33.3% of the total qualification. 

 

Year 1 

• What is business? 

• Managers, leadership and decision making 

• Decision making to improve marketing performance 

• Decision making to improve operational performance 

• Decision making to improve financial performance 

• Decision making to improve human resource performance 

 

Year 2 

• Analysing the strategic position of a business  

• Choosing strategic direction  

• Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies  

• Managing strategic change  

 

For what kind of student is this course suitable?  

The course is designed to develop entrepreneurial decision making. Problem solving and analytical skills will be 

developed and sound numeracy skills will be needed to carry out key business calculations. Students will need to make 

justified decisions quickly based on analysis of a wide variety of factors and be able to evaluate the relative influence 

of these factors on the decisions made.   

Information is often in graphical and numerical format so a high degree of numeracy is required. 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Business Studies is a social science and as such can be effectively combined with other social sciences such as 

Economics, Politics and Geography as well as other more practical careers such as Law, Accountancy and Finance. 

Many of the skills involved are transferable and the study of one of these subjects will complement and enhance 

contextual appreciation of the other. Business Studies is widely regarded by universities as being a rigorous subject 

that develops the application of number, communication, IT skills, independent learning, team working and problem 

solving skills. It provides, therefore, a sound foundation for the higher study of most academic courses. 

  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/as-and-a-level/business-7131-7132/subject-content/what-is-business
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/as-and-a-level/business-7131-7132/subject-content/managers,-leadership-and-decision-making
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/as-and-a-level/business-7131-7132/subject-content/decision-making-to-improve-marketing-performance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/as-and-a-level/business-7131-7132/subject-content/decision-making-to-improve-operational-performance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/as-and-a-level/business-7131-7132/subject-content/decision-making-to-improve-financial-performance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/as-and-a-level/business-7131-7132/subject-content/decision-making-to-improve-human-resource-performance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/as-and-a-level/business-7131-7132/subject-content/analysing-the-strategic-position-of-a-business-a-level-only
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/as-and-a-level/business-7131-7132/subject-content/choosing-strategic-direction-a-level-only
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/as-and-a-level/business-7131-7132/subject-content/strategic-methods-how-to-pursue-strategies-a-level-only
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/as-and-a-level/business-7131-7132/subject-content/managing-strategic-change-a-level-only


 

12 

CHEMISTRY 
 

Examination Board:  AQA 

 

How is the Course Structured? 

First Year 

The Lower Sixth topics studied cover Organic Chemistry, Inorganic Chemistry and Physical Chemistry. Six of the core 

practicals will also be covered in this year. 

 

Second Year 

The A-level contains all the content covered above and further topics in each area of Chemistry. There are six more 

core practicals throughout the year and then three examinations in the summer of Year 13 of two hours each. Paper 3 

is a synoptic paper assessing content over the whole course with a focus on experiments and practical work. The three 

A-level papers cover work from both years of the course.  

 

Practical component 

Practical skills are an integral part of studying Chemistry. Knowledge of twelve core practicals forms part of the 

syllabus for full A-level qualification and understanding of the methods, and reactions involved will be examined in the 

examination papers. The physical practical skills are also assessed throughout the course and students who 

demonstrate appropriate competency over the two years will be awarded a pass in the Practical Component. This does 

not contribute to the overall grade but is quoted separately on a results certificate. 

 

For what kind of student is Chemistry suitable? 

Students of Chemistry should have an interest in, and enjoyment of, this subject; want to find out about how things 

work in the real world; enjoy applying their minds to solving problems. 

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

You should be familiar with the work that you covered in GCSE/IGCSE Chemistry as this forms the basis for the work at 

in the first year.  You should have at least a grade 6 in Mathematics as 20% of the examination marks are based on 

mathematical skills.   

 

What will I learn on this course? 

You will build on your GCSE knowledge about atoms and their structures, and develop a wide range of understanding 

of organic chemistry molecules and their importance in petrochemical and pharmaceutical industries. Amongst other 

topics, you will look at the reactions of the elements on the Periodic Table, electrochemistry and batteries/fuel cells 

and study atmospheric chemistry including the ozone layer, CFCs and which molecules are greenhouse gases. 

 

What skills will you develop? 

You will gain an appreciation of how scientific models are developed and evolved, the applications and implications of 

Science, the benefits and risks that science brings, and the ways in which society uses science to make decisions. You 

will also develop practical skills, including making observations, collecting data, analysing experimental results and 

formulating conclusions. 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Chemistry is a rigorous subject that is highly-regarded, opening the doors to many areas of work. You could study 

Chemistry and build a career in fields as diverse as developing new drugs, or making new materials with interesting 

properties and uses, or trying to work out how our climate is influenced by man-made pollution. Chemistry is also 

required for all Medical and Veterinary courses. The skills you will develop in Chemistry are transferable to many other 

areas and degree courses. 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 
 

EXAMINATION BOARD:  OCR 

 

Year 1  

01 COMPUTING PRINCIPLES 

This unit will cover the characteristics of contemporary systems architecture and other areas including the following:  

the characteristics of contemporary processors, input, output and storage devices; software and software 

development; exchanging data; data types, data structures and algorithms; legal, moral, cultural and ethical issues. 

02 ALGORITHMS AND PROBLEM SOLVING 

This component will incorporate and build on the knowledge and understanding gained in the Computing principles 

component (01). In addition, learners should: understand what is meant by computational thinking; understand the 

benefits of applying computational thinking to solving problems; be able to use algorithms to describe problems. 

 

Year 2  

01 COMPUTER SYSTEMS 

This component will develop learner’s knowledge to the internal workings of the Central Processing Unit (CPU), the 

exchange of data and will also look at software development, data types and legal and ethical issues. It is expected 

that learners will draw on this underpinning content when studying computational thinking, developing programming 

techniques and devising their own programming approach in component 03 or 04 

02 ALGORITHMS AND PROGRAMMING 

This component incorporates and builds on knowledge and understanding gained in component 01. In addition, 

learners: understand what is meant by computational thinking; understand the benefits of applying computational 

thinking to solving a wide variety of problems; understand the principles of solving problems by computational 

methods; be able to use algorithms to describe problems; be able to analyse a problem by identifying its component 

parts. 

03/04 PROGRAMMING PROJECT - External postal moderation or repository 

Students select their own problem of an appropriate size and complexity to solve. This enables them to demonstrate 

the skills and knowledge in the Assessment Objectives. Students need to analyse the problem, design a solution, 

implement the solution and give a thorough evaluation.  

 

What will I learn on this course? 

Computer Science is a practical subject where students apply the academic principles learned in the classroom to real-

world systems. It is an intensely creative subject that combines invention and excitement and can look at the natural 

world through a digital prism. The aims of the qualification are to enable learners to develop: 

• An understanding and ability to apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including: 

abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data representation 

• The ability to analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving problems, 

including writing programs to do so. 

• The capacity to think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically. 

• The capacity to see relationships between different aspects of computer science 

• Mathematical skills. 

 

Assessment 

Computer Systems Exam   – 2 hours 30 min - 40% of A-level 

Algorithms and Programming Exam  – 2 hours 30 min - 40% of A-level 

Programming Project    – Non-exam Assessment – 20% of A-level 
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Design and Technology – Product Design 
 

Examination Board:        Edexcel  

 

How is the course structured? 

First Year – Investigative Studies and Projects 

During Year 12 students take part in a range of exploratory projects working in resistant materials including CAD-CAM 

and presentation techniques. A range of familiar theory topics are covered building on the knowledge gained at 

(I)GCSE including areas that are directly relevant for pupils interested in further study in Engineering, Architecture or a 

Design based course. 

 

Second Year – Independent Design and Make Project 

Towards the end of Year 12 students will be helped to choose a suitable ‘live’ client and a design problem to research, 

develop and make throughout their second year. This exciting part of the course allows students to work to their 

strengths and create a prototype based on a design brief that is of a personal interest. 

 

The Edexcel A Level Design and Technology course consists of one externally examined paper and one non-examined 

assessment component. 

• Component 1 – Principles of Design and Technology – written examination (50%) 

• Component 2 – Independent Design and Make Project - consisting of a portfolio and a prototype (50%) 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

It is strongly desirable that students taking this course have previously gained a higher grade in (I)GCSE DT/Art related 

subjects. Good skills in research and a creative approach to developing new ideas and ‘thinking outside of the box’ are 

recommended. A passion for solving problems via sketching, modelling and prototyping is also desirable. 

 

What will I learn on this Advanced level course? 

The course will focus on creating motivated and creative designers, engineers and architects that want to make a 

difference to the world around them. It also covers the technical aspects of Design Technology, design history, 

business practices, investigating new and emerging technologies and looking into existing industrial and manufacturing 

processes. There is also a strong lean towards environmental issues and sustainability in design. 

For what kind of student is this course suitable?  

Students studying this course need to be well motivated, organised and able to work independently. The course is 

suitable for students interested in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) topics as well as those that are 

creative and love solving problems and developing prototypes. 

 

What skills can I develop during this course? 

You will develop a working knowledge of materials, practices and technology within DT and the skills to interpret and 

convey your ideas and thoughts using a variety of processes and techniques including CAD and CAM. You will develop 

your imaginative and creative skills and your experimental, analytical and documenting techniques. A specialist 

vocabulary will also be developed and the knowledge and understanding of the place of design in society today.  

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Students may use this course to apply directly to University for a wide range of courses such as Product Design, 

Industrial Design, Architecture, Engineering and many design based creative courses. There is also the option of taking 

a foundation course first, to further widen the designing and creating skills before University. Students may also be 

suited to starting work directly in fields that interest them such as design or architectural courses on the island. 
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DRAMA and Theatre studies 
  

Examination Board:  WJEC (EDUQAS) 

 

Component 1 

Theatre Workshop Non-exam assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated, 20% of qualification. Learners 

will be assessed on either acting or design. Learners participate in the creation, development and performance of a 

piece of theatre based on a reinterpretation of an extract from a text. The piece must be developed using the 

techniques and working methods of either an influential theatre practitioner or a recognised theatre company.  

Learners must produce: 

• a realisation of the performance or design 

• a creative log. 

 

Component 2 

Text in Action Non-exam assessment: externally assessed by a visiting examiner, 40% of qualification. 

Learners will be assessed on either acting or design. Learners participate in the creation, development and 

performance of two pieces of theatre based on a stimulus supplied by WJEC:  

• a devised piece using the techniques and working methods of either an influential theatre practitioner or a 

recognised theatre company (a different practitioner or company to that chosen for Component 1)  

• an extract from a text in a different style chosen by the learner. Learners must realise both their performances 

live for the visiting examiner. Learners choosing design must also give a 5-10 minute presentation of their 

design to the examiner. Learners produce a process and evaluation report within one week of completion of 

the practical work.  

 

Component 3 

Text in Performance Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes, 40% of qualification. Learners study three set texts. 

Sections A and B Open book: clean copies (no annotation) of the two complete texts chosen must be taken into the 

examination. Section A comprises two questions based on an extract of the post-1956 text, while Section B is one 

extended question on the pre-1956 text. Section C is closed book: the extract of third set text required for answering 

the questions will be printed on the examination paper. For both Sections B and C, learners must reference live 

theatre that they have seen while on the course and explain how their own ideas for the set texts have been inspired 

by theatre they have experienced. 

 

 

Why study Drama? 

Drama is a highly respected A-level and is valued by universities as a subject connected to both the Arts and the 

Humanities; courses in Law, History, Social Sciences, Languages and Medicine favour this subject. The balance of 

practical skills and academic knowledge develops cross-curricular skills that include team-work, writing, 

communication skills, problem-solving, public speaking and the ability to analyse and organise information. It is also a 

subject that builds confidence and empathy, plus an understanding of ethics and philosophical thought. 

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

You do not need to have taken GCSE Drama to gain entry to the Sixth Form Drama course. Students need to be willing 

to work hard, keen to learn about performing and good at working as part of a creative team. 
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ECONOMICS 
 

Examination Board: EDEXCEL 

 

Year 1 

Students study two themes: 

• Introduction to Markets and Market Failure. This looks at how markets work and why they fail. This unit 

provides students with an introduction to the nature of economics and examines the operation of markets for 

goods and services. Students also examine the nature of market failure, its causes and possible remedies.  

• The UK Economy – Performance and Policies. This provides students with an introduction to the key 

measures of economic performance and the main objectives and instruments of government policy. 

 

In both cases they will be assessed upon a combination of the following. 

• Multiple choice questions, which require short supportive answers 

• Data response questions broken down into a number of parts 

• An extended open response question.  

Each theme will be examined for 1½ hours and has an equal weighting towards the end of year grade and UCAS 

predicted grade. 

 

Year 2 

The two themes of the first year are extended in the second, studying:  

• Business Behaviour and the Labour Market. Here students examine the nature of competition between firms, 

different market structures (i.e. how competition is affected by the number and size of market participants) 

and government intervention to promote competition in markets. Students will also be expected to look at the 

rational that firms are profit maximisers and then challenge this by looking at alternative business objectives 

• A Global Perspective. This involves the application, analysis and evaluation of economic models in a global 

context; students are expected to be able to assess policies which might be used to deal with economic 

problems. 

 

In the second year students will prepare for their final examinations: three papers, each of 2 hours, that assess the 

entire course through multiple choice, short-answer, diagram and long-essay formats. 

 

For what kind of student is this course suitable? 

Economics is a social science and as such can be effectively combined with other social sciences such as Business 

Studies, Politics, Geography and History. Students who may wish to undertake an Economics degree would be advised 

to consider A-level Maths as one of their choices. Many of the skills involved are transferable and the study of one of 

these subjects will complement and enhance contextual appreciation of the other. 

 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Economics is widely regarded by university Admission Tutors as being a rigorous subject that develops the application 

of number, communication, IT skills, independent learning, team working and problem solving skills. It provides, 

therefore, a sound foundation for the higher study of most academic courses. 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 

Examination Board:  EDEXCEL 

 

How is the course structured? 

2-Year A-level 

Component 1: Drama; two hours and 15 min examination (30%) 

Component 2: Prose; one-hour and 15 min examination (20%) 

Component 3: Poetry; two hours and 15 min examination (30%) 

Component 4: Coursework; one extended comparative essay (20%) 

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

Students should demonstrate high levels of competence and commitment to their IGCSE English Literature studies. All 

the texts are taught in class time, enabling the development of the interpersonal skills of discussion, debate and 

presentation. Students are encouraged to read widely and with discrimination, learning also to consider when texts 

were written and how they may be read now in comparison to the past. 

 

What kind of student is this course suitable for?  

Students need a love for literature and a curiosity about language as well as the cultural forces which shape both. They 

need to want to reason, discuss and argue their ideas with other students; they must also be prepared to listen to 

others’ ideas sympathetically.  A wider exploration of history and philosophy is also often required; English Literature 

teaches not just the facts but captures the spirit of the age. 

 

What skills can I develop during this course? 

Students will learn sophisticated skills of critical analysis and commentary along with the ability to synthesise their 

ideas into stylish, well-structured essays.  Exploring responses through discussion and debate are important skills 

alongside tolerance and appreciation for the multiplicity of meanings generated by texts through time. Students will 

gain a thorough knowledge of the chosen texts through the many opportunities afforded for personal expression, 

discussion and opinion. 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

This highly regarded qualification provides an excellent springboard into courses which value the skills of analysis and 

synthesis that you will learn.  Apart from the study of English Literature and related courses at university, there are 

valuable skills acquired at A-level.  Many scientists choose English Literature for the same reasons as lawyers; as a 

complement to their other studies, they recognise the skills learnt are invaluable in sharpening their abilities to reason 

and analyse ideas.  
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FILM STUDIES 
 

Examination Board:  WJEC (EDUQAS) 

 

How is the course structured? 

All the written exams will be taken at the end of Year 13. The coursework element will be completed throughout the 

course, with the marks submitted to the board in the Spring term of Year 13. There are three Components: 

Component 1: American and British Film   35% (Written exam):  You will study 6 feature films made in Britain and 

America from 1930 to the present day. 

Component 2: Varieties of Film    35% (Written exam): You will study 5 feature length films and a range of short films, 

including silent and foreign language films.  

In both exams you will be asked to comment on how the films were constructed (considering features such as 

cinematography, mise-en-scene, sound, editing and performance) as well as how they are received by audiences. 

Knowledge of the historical contexts of the films is also important. 

Component 3: Production    30% (Coursework): You will produce a short film (4-5 minutes) or a screenplay (including 

photographed storyboard) of your own choice. It will be based on a set of briefs set by the board and inspired by your 

viewing of a wide range of short films. You will also write an evaluative analysis of your production. 

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

You will need a very good level of literacy to do well in this exam. In particular, you need strong essay skills and the 

ability to write very concisely, as you will only have 30 minutes to write about each film in the exams. Most 

importantly, you need to really love film and to be prepared to re-watch the set films many times so as to fully grasp 

how they were constructed and what the director intended. Some experience making short films is also desirable.  

 

What will I learn on this course? 

This course will enable you to 

• develop your interest and enjoyment in a wide variety of films; 

• gain an understanding of the development of the film industry in Britain and America and how it functions; 

• gain an understanding of the history of film across the world, and the various movements and schools of film; 

• gain an understanding of the specialist language of film criticism; 

• learn about the way films work to create meaning and how to articulate your responses to the messages and 

values represented across a wide variety of films through the study of genre; 

• make informed and reasoned analyses of your responses to film; 

• develop practical abilities in storyboarding, screenwriting and film-making. 

 

For what kind of student is this course suitable? 

This course will appeal to you if you enjoy films across a wide spectrum of tastes and times and enjoy expressing your 

opinions and reasoning your responses to film. You need to be prepared to research your ideas through a variety of 

media and to have a particular interest in film, media or communication studies 

 

What skills can I develop during this course? 

Even if your essay writing skills are already good, this course will help you hone them further still. You will also learn 

new ways of viewing films, taking into account the directors’ aims and the production contexts. You will develop your 

independent working skills, but you will also engage in lots of group discussion. When creating your coursework, you 

will learn about writing, casting, filming and editing a short film. 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Film Studies teaches elements of History, Business Studies and analysis. You may want to specialise in Film or Media 

Studies at university or link into subjects such as History or Journalism. 
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FRENCH 
 

Examination Board:  EDEXCEL 

 

How is the course structured? 

Paper 1 Listening, reading and translation: In the listening section of this paper you will answer multiple-choice and 

comprehension questions in French from a range of passages spoken by native speakers. In the reading section you 

will also answer multiple-choice and comprehension questions in French, based on a variety of authentic written 

passages. You will also translate a passage from French into English.  

Paper 2 Written response to works, grammar and translation: In this paper you will write about two books, or one 

book and one film which you have studied throughout the course. There will also be a translation of a passage from 

English into French. 

Paper 3 Speaking: Before this exam you will have 5 minutes to prepare a discussion based on a choice of 2 stimulus 

cards. You will then discuss the topic on the card with your examiner, usually your teacher. You will also give a 

presentation on an independent research project, which you prepare on a topic chosen by you relating to French 

culture and/or France itself.  

 

Is this the right subject for me?  

If you enjoy meeting and talking to people from other countries, finding out about their cultures and developing your 

knowledge of how language works, studying A-level French is an excellent choice. 

 

What will I learn?  

A-level French helps you explore a wide range of topics, which will improve your understanding of French, France and 

its culture. The topics covered are: evolving society in France; political and artistic culture in French-speaking 

countries; immigration and multiculturalism in France; the occupation of France and the resistance movement. The 

book and film (or 2 books/plays) which you study, may link to the above topics, giving you further insight into French 

culture. You will also learn new grammar and vocabulary and you will be able to translate into and out of French. By 

the end of the course you will be able to present viewpoints, develop arguments, persuade and analyse and evaluate. 

You will also develop skills to facilitate the learning of other languages.  

 

How will I be assessed? 

You will take three exams. Paper 1 is 40% of the total marks, Paper 2 is 30% and Paper 3 is 30%.  

 

Why should I study a language?  

Learning languages encourages you to meet people from different countries and find out more about them. You will 

learn many skills which are useful in a wide range of careers: the ability to communicate clearly, be confident speaking 

in public, use problem-solving strategies and write coherently. Languages also develop critical thinking, creativity and 

independence and add an international dimension to your A-level subjects.  

 

What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course?  

If you already have knowledge of a variety of topics, and can express your opinions, and have at least a Grade 6 in 

GCSE, you are ready to build on this at A-level.  

 

What can I do after I have completed the course?  

People with language skills and knowledge usually have an advantage over people without them. They stand out as 

talented and successful people, with broad and exciting horizons. A-level French adds an extra international dimension 

to your personal skills profile making it easier to get a job in companies with international links. You will also be able to 

work or study in a French-speaking country in later life and be able to progress to study a degree in French, or French 

with another subject. 
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GEOGRAPHY 
 

Examination Board:  AQA 

 

A-level 

At least 50% of the topics at A-level will be covered in the first year of the course. 

 

Component 1: Physical Geography: Written examination; 40% of total A-level (150 minutes) 

  Section A: Core: Water and Carbon Cycles 

  Section B: Option: Coastal systems  

  Section C: Option: Hazards 

 

Component 2: Human Geography: Written examination; 40% of total A-level (150 minutes) 

  Section A: Core: Global Systems & Governance 

  Section B: Core: Changing Places  

  Section C: Option: Urban Issues 

 

Component 3: Geographical Investigation: 3000-4000 words.  20% of the total A-level  

Teacher marked and moderated by AQA.  

Each student will select a title based on any part of the syllabus.  

 

There should be three fieldwork days in June for all Year 12 students. This will be to develop fieldwork skills and to 

collect data for the Geographical Investigation or coursework. It is currently a requirement of the A-level Geography 

course that four days of fieldwork are completed over the duration of the two year course. 

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

The course builds on themes taught at GCSE but also includes some new topics which are chosen for their relevance to 

current world issues. It is expected that all students taking Geography will have studied GCSE Geography and ideally 

should have achieved Level 6 or above.  

 

For what kind of student is Geography suitable? 

Ideally students will have well developed literacy and numeracy skills and be interested in local, national and world 

issues. They will be interested in researching topics from textbooks, magazine publications and websites and must be 

prepared to present their findings to the group.  

 

What skills can I develop during this course? 

The course will provide useful transferable skills such as data collection, analysis of information, ICT, problem-solving, 

written and oral communication and teamwork.  

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Geography is a Science or an Arts subject, so it can be linked with Languages, Classics, History, Religious Studies and 

English or it can provide a link to the sciences, particularly Biology, Psychology and Physics. Past geographers have also 

studied Mathematics and Economics with Geography. Employers recognize the valuable skills held by geographers. 

There are many careers suited to students of Geography, such as: politics, international relations, teaching, 

architecture, civil engineering, environmental management, town and country planning, resource management, travel, 

business management and finance.  
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GERMAN 
 

Examination Board:  AQA 

 

What will I learn?  

A-level German helps you explore a wide range of topics, which will improve your understanding of German, Germany 

and its culture. The topics covered are: evolving society in Germany; political and artistic culture in German-speaking 

countries; immigration and multiculturalism in Germany; the reunification of Germany. The book and film (or 2 

books/plays) which you study, may link to the above topics, giving you further insight into German culture. You will 

also learn new grammar and vocabulary and you will be able to translate into and out of German.  

 

How will I be assessed? 

You will take three exams. Paper 1 is worth 50% of the total, Paper 2 is 20% and Paper 3 is 30%.  

Paper 1 Listening, reading and translation: In the listening section of this paper, you will answer multiple-choice and 

comprehension questions in German from a range of passages spoken by native speakers. In the reading section, you 

will also answer multiple-choice and comprehension questions in German, based on a variety of authentic written 

passages. You will also translate a passage from German into English and sentences from English into German. 

Paper 2 Written response to works, grammar and translation: In this paper you will write about two books, or one 

book and one film which you have studied throughout the course.  

Paper 3 Speaking: Before this exam, you will have 5 minutes to prepare a discussion based on a choice of 2 stimulus 

cards, which you are given. You will then discuss the topic on the card with your examiner, who is usually your teacher. 

You will also give a presentation on an independent research project, which you will have prepared, on a topic chosen 

by you, relating to German speaking culture and/or Germany itself. 

  

Is this the right subject for me?  

If you enjoy meeting and talking to people from other countries, finding out about their cultures and developing your 

knowledge of how language works, then studying German is an excellent choice for you!  

 

What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course?  

If you already have knowledge of a variety of topics, and can express your opinions, and have at least a Grade 6 in 

GCSE, you are ready to build on this at A-level.   

 

Why should I study a language?  

Learning languages encourages you to learn many skills which are useful in a wide range of careers, such as the ability 

to communicate clearly, be confident about speaking in public, use problem-solving strategies and write coherently. 

You will also develop critical thinking, creativity and independence. You will also be able to discuss interests, ideas and 

opinions with other people who speak the language and learn more about countries where the language is spoken, 

and the people who speak it.  

 

What can I do after I have completed the course?  

People with language skills and knowledge usually have an advantage over people without them. They stand out as 

talented and successful people, with broad and exciting horizons. Success at A-level German means you will add an 

extra international dimension to your personal skills profile and so be in a stronger position to get work in companies 

with international links. You will be able to work or study in a German-speaking country in later life and progress to 

study a degree in German, or German and another subject. Languages support careers in a range of areas including 

management, law, business, science and tourism. 
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HISTORY 
 

Examination Board: OCR 

 

Course structure 

Over the two years of the course you will study a British History unit (Anglo-Saxon England and the Norman Conquest 

1035 – 1107), worth 25% of your total mark; a non-British unit (Cold War in Asia 1945 - 1993), worth 15%; a thematic 

study of a period of around 100 years, worth 40% (either on China from 1839 – 1989 or Britain and Ireland 1792 – 

1921) and complete an independent coursework essay of 3000-4000 words, worth 20%. The Britain and Ireland 1792 - 

1921 thematic unit will be taught at Ladies College for those that opt to study it. 

 

What do I need or be able to do before taking the course? 

Enjoy the subject, both in lessons and through reading books, watching documentaries and visiting museums and 

places of historical interest. Although GCSE History is not a requirement, it is definitely an advantage, particularly with 

the technical skills of source analysis. However, you can catch up and all the skills needed will be taught during the A-

level course. You must be comfortable with extensive reading and expressing yourself with extended writing.  

 

What will I learn on this course? 

The course covers a broad range of different periods and topics giving you a wide range of content to stimulate your 

interest. Of equal importance, though, are the subject specific and more general skills that you will develop.   

 

For what kind of student is this course suitable? 

There is an extensive amount of independent learning in this subject as it is simply not possible to be taught the whole 

subject in adequate depth in class for a top grade. This means that reading around the subject is essential. The course 

combines very well with other Humanities, particularly Ancient History, Economics, RS and languages, ancient and 

modern. It also overlaps in terms of skills with Geography and English. Past students have also combined History with 

Music, Drama and Art and have found that the understanding of human society that History gives adds context to 

these subjects.  Universities often appreciate this academic breadth. 

 

What skills can I develop during the course? 

Students benefit from developing excellent written skills and learning to communicate complex ideas clearly and 

fluently (orally and in their writing), including being able to construct a reasoned argument. Research skills are an 

integral part of the course particularly in the coursework. Critical thinking and analytical skills will also be a focus when 

using sources. 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

History is highly regarded by universities and employers. It is recognised as providing excellent preparation for a wide 

range of courses at university. It is a very good grounding for careers that focus on the articulation of ideas, logical 

thinking and argument, such as law, journalism and government and politics. It is also viewed positively by employers 

who demand proof of a good brain, in fields such as Accountancy, Medicine and Architecture. 
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MATHEMATICS & FURTHER MATHEMATICS 
Examination Board:  EDEXCEL  

 

How is this course structured? 

Mathematics A-level is taught over two years and assessed by written examinations in the summer of Upper Sixth. 

There is no controlled assessment. There are three 2 hour written examination papers, in which calculators are 

permitted. Two papers assess Pure Mathematics and one assesses Applied Mathematics. 

In Pure Mathematics the disciplines of Algebra, Calculus, Geometry and Number are all covered. There is some overlap 

with the more demanding topics in IGCSE Mathematics, but the course moves rapidly onto new, more advanced 

content. 

Applied Mathematics covers the disciplines of Statistics and Mechanics. They are examined on a single paper: 50% 

Statistics and 50% Mechanics.  

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

Although there is no direct link between IGCSE results and A-level results, it must be said that the best preparation for 

A-level mathematics is a very good performance at IGCSE, particularly in the more demanding aspects of Algebra. 

Experience has shown that students who have not performed well at IGCSE rarely succeed at A-level. 

 

For what kind of student is this course suitable? 

The course is most suitable for the student who enjoys mathematics and is willing to spend time wrestling with 

demanding problems. Mathematics is excellent preparation for a wide range of university and career choices and can 

be combined with any other A-levels. It is important to discuss the suitability of this course with your current teacher. 

 

How is Further Mathematics structured? 

Mathematics and Further Mathematics are two distinct A-levels, however Further Mathematics can only be taken with 

Mathematics as a double course. This means you will have twice as many mathematics lessons each week. The entire 

Mathematics A-level course is taught in the first year and assessed by written examinations in the summer of that 

year. The Mathematics course is described above. 

Further Mathematics A-level is taught over one year (in the Upper Sixth) and assessed by written examinations in the 

summer of Upper Sixth. There is no controlled assessment. Further Mathematics is assessed through four 1½ hour 

written examination papers. Two of these are compulsory (Core Pure Mathematics 1 and 2) and two are chosen from: 

Further Pure, Further Statistics and Further Mechanics. Students are canvassed at the start of Y13 and the two most 

favoured options are the ones taught. The optional content carries equal weighting with the compulsory content. 

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

A very good performance at IGCSE is a pre-requisite for the Further Mathematics course, especially in Algebra. The 

course is fast paced and heavily timetabled, taking you into new, challenging and interesting areas of mathematics not 

studied in A-level Mathematics. 

 

For what kind of student is this course suitable? 

This intense course is for the best mathematicians, those who have excelled at IGCSE and who genuinely enjoy doing 

lots of mathematics and who are prepared to take on a high-level challenge that, at times, might not be 

straightforward. Those aspiring to study Mathematics, Natural Sciences, Physics, Engineering or Computer Science at 

university would be advised to consider this course most carefully. It is very important to discuss the suitability of this 

course with your current teacher of Mathematics. 
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MUSIC 
  

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?  

It is a distinct advantage to have taken GCSE Music before beginning the A-level Music course, but it is not 

compulsory.  You should be able to perform to at least Grade 5 standard on voice or on your main instrument before 

starting the course and to have taken your Grade 5 theory examination or be working at that level. The final 

examination requires you to play Music of Grade 6 or above to gain the maximum marks for level of difficulty. 

What will I learn on this course?  

All candidates are required to perform and compose, to be able to listen and appraise and in addition to coursework 

and performance elements there will be a written examination.  

Year 1  

Performance: Practice Recitals (alongside Y13) allow you to collect feedback which you can share with your peripatetic 

teacher. This unit provides the opportunity to perform as a soloist and/or as a member of an ensemble. Teachers and 

students can choose music in any style. Submitting a realisation using music technology may be an option. Any 

instrument(s) and/or voice(s) are acceptable as part of an assessed performance.  

Composing: This unit encourages students to develop their composition skills leading to the creation of two separate 

compositions. One of these is to a set brief, the other to a brief written by the candidate.  Candidates choosing this 

pathway will also be required to compose three short technical exercises.  

Listening and appraising:  These studies focus on listening to familiar music and understanding how it works, as well as 

recognising and appraising features of unfamiliar works. Set recommended works from the Board provide the focus for 

this unit. Students are required to supplement this list by self-directed listening and research.  Critical listening, score 

analysis and understanding the historical and cultural contexts of works form key knowledge.  

 

Year 2  

Work this year is designed to extend the skills introduced during the first year, culminating in presentation of 

coursework to external examiners and consolidation of skills and Areas of Study for written examination.   

• Final recitals will take place during the examination window set by the exam board.   

• Submission of composition portfolios will take place in May.   

   

What kind of student is this course suitable for?  

Music suits anyone who has an interest in performing, creating, teaching, and listening to distinctive styles of music 

and wishes to broaden their experience and deepen their understanding of both live and recorded music. You will be 

given the opportunity to study musical works from a range of genres.  

 What could I go on to do at the end of my course?  

Students who have taken A-level Music go on to pursue a wide variety of courses at university.  The discipline and 

academic rigour required for the study of A-level Music are transferable to any university course that demands a high 

level of self-motivation and independent study and analytical writing.  In addition to careers in music and the wider 

performing arts, our music students have also pursued careers in medicine, law, science, and journalism.  Many will 

continue their musical interests through musical clubs and societies regardless of further studies or career. Former 

students can be found participating in a wide variety of community ensembles, including bands choirs and local 

orchestras. 
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PHYSICS 
 

Examination Board: AQA 

 

What is studied in this course? 

• Measurements and errors  

• Particles and radiation  

• Waves  

• Mechanics and materials  

• Electricity  

• Further Mechanics (Periodic motion) 

• Thermal physics 

• Fields and their consequences 

• Nuclear physics 

• Practical skills 

• Data analysis 

• One optional topic from: Astrophysics, Medical Physics, Engineering Physics, Turning Points in Physics, 

Electronics 

 

For what kind of student is this course suitable? 

Anyone who wants to know how the world around them works ought to study Physics. The ultimate goal of Physics is 

to find a “Theory of Everything” which will explain all the details of the Universe down to the smallest subatomic 

particle. That goal has yet to be achieved – perhaps some of those starting their A-level courses next year will be the 

ones to do so. 

 

What basic qualifications do you need before taking this course? 

It is expected that students will have a good grade at GCSE or IGCSE Physics or Science and Additional Science. 

Students must also have a good GCSE or IGCSE Mathematics grade. However, each student’s qualifications will be 

considered on an individual basis. 

It is not compulsory to study A-level Mathematics in order to succeed at A-level Physics, provided you have a sound 

grasp of GCSE or IGCSE Mathematics. Those who do choose to study Mathematics will, however, find the Physics 

course easier, and A-level Mathematics is an essential prerequisite for studying Physics or a Physics-related subject at 

university. 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Apart from the obvious career of research physicist, Physics is essential for Engineering and also for many medical-

related careers such as Hospital Physicist and Radiographer. Those wishing to become a pilot may find Physics useful 

too. If you are choosing to study Mathematics you will find Physics more accessible as these subjects make a good 

combination. Physics also blends well with Biology (Biophysics), Chemistry and Geography (Geophysics). Other popular 

subject mixes are Physics and Music and Physics with Design and Technology (for the practical engineering approach). 

Many physics graduates choose careers in the finance industry, where there is a demand for their mathematical-

modelling skills. 

  



 

26 

PSYCHOLOGY 
 

Examination Board: AQA 

  

Paper 1: Topics include: Social influence, Memory, Attachment, and Psychopathology. Assessed through a 2-hour 

written examination constituting 33.3% of the A-level. 

Paper 2: Topics include: Approaches in Psychology, Biopsychology, and Research methods. Assessed through a 2-hour 

written examination constituting 33.3% of the A-level. 

Paper 3: Topics include: Issues and Debates and Optional topics. Assessed through a 2-hour written examination 

constituting 33.3% of the A-level. 

  

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

Psychology A Level will allow you to have a better understanding of the human mind and how everyday behaviour is 

influenced by the world around us. It will enable you to develop your critical thinking and evaluative skills and have a 

better understanding of many social, scientific, and contemporary issues involved in our daily life. Throughout the 

course, candidates will also be expected to apply their knowledge and understanding of research methods, different 

approaches, issues and debates in Psychology as well as develop an appreciation of the relationship between research, 

policy and practices in applying Psychology in everyday life. 

  

For what kind of student is this course suitable? 

You do not need any previous knowledge of Psychology in order to study this subject at A-level. As Psychology is 

regarded as a scientific discipline, it complements other scientific subjects (especially Biology). The assessment 

includes extended writing (16-mark essays) therefore good written communication is advantageous. Most students 

will not have studied Psychology previously. Grades 6 and above in Mathematics, English, and Science are helpful 

however, the main criteria for success in Psychology are dedication, hard work, and enthusiasm. 

  

What skills can I develop during this course? 

Psychology lends itself to a variety of different teaching methods including teacher led sessions, individual research, 

class presentations, and discussion. Students will develop the ability to work independently, with peers, and build on 

their examination technique. In addition to this, Psychology will give you an excellent grounding into reading and 

interpreting scientific research, data analysis, and evaluative skills, as well as interpersonal skills, all of which are 

essential for Higher Education and beyond. 

  

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

As Psychology is such a broad subject, fostering many different skills including valuable interpersonal skills, it can lead 

to many pathways. Many students have gone on to read Psychology at University, many of whom are now training to 

become Psychologists themselves! Other students have used the A-level as grounding for degree courses including 

Business, Biology, Nursing, English, Law, Criminology, and Research fields or have gone straight into work (including 

Finance and PR). 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 

Examination Board:   OCR 

 

Course structure 

Within this course we do the Religious Philosophy, Religious Ethics and the Development of Religious Thought units. 

These three units will be studied to A-level. 

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking Religious Studies? 

It is not necessary to have a GCSE in Religious Studies, or a religious faith. It is necessary to have an open and enquiring 

mind. The syllabus contains the opportunity to look at many existential and classical philosophical and ethical issues. It 

would help to have an interest in this type of topic! A good qualification in a literate subject would show the ability to 

cope with an essay-based course. 

 

For what kind of student is Religious Studies suitable? 

The course would suit anyone who wants answers to life’s big philosophical, religious and ethical questions. This can 

appeal to students from a range of other subject areas that are willing to apply themselves. 

 

What skills can I develop during this course? 

Skills include analysis of argument, the ability to understand and manipulate abstract concepts and to assess in a fair 

and reasoned manner a wide range of subject matter. The ability to think critically and rationally in an empathic and 

understanding manner is also developed. 

 

What could I go on to do at the end of my course? 

Religious Studies is a well-respected and recognised qualification in the workplace and by universities. It is recognised 

as being a subject which teaches students to think and analyse to a high degree. Students have gone on to University 

with Religious Studies to study the whole range of Humanities, but also to study Science, Law and Medicine. 
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SPANISH 
 

Examination Board:  AQA 

How will I be assessed? 

In Y13 you will take three exams. Paper 1 is 50% of the total marks available; Paper 2 is 20% and Paper 3 is 30%. You 

will be given a certificate with a grade between E and A*, with A* being the highest. 

Paper 1 Listening, reading and writing: In the listening section of this paper, you will respond to spoken passages from 

a range of contexts and sources covering different registers. For one question you will need to summarise in Spanish 

what you have understood from a passage. In the reading section, you will answer multiple-choice and comprehension 

questions in Spanish, based on a variety of written passages. You will also translate a passage from English into Spanish 

and vice-versa. 

Paper 2 Writing: In this paper you will write about two books, or one book and one film that you have studied 

throughout the year.  

Paper 3 Speaking: Before this exam you will have 5 minutes to prepare a discussion based on a stimulus card you are 

given. You will then discuss the topic of the card with your examiner, who is usually your teacher. You will also give a 

presentation on an independent research project on a topic you will have chosen. 

 

What will I learn?  

A-level Spanish helps you explore a wide range of topics, which will add to your understanding of the language and 

countries. Topics are: aspects of Hispanic society; artistic culture in the Hispanic world; multiculturalism in Hispanic 

society; aspects of political life in the Hispanic world. The books (or book and film) you study may link to the topics, 

giving you further insight into Spanish/ Latin-American culture. You will also learn new grammar and vocabulary and 

you will be able to translate into and out of Spanish. You will develop your critical thinking, creativity, independence 

and skills of analysis.  

 

Is this the right subject for me?  

If you enjoy meeting and talking to people from other countries, finding out about their cultures and developing your 

knowledge of how language works, studying A-level Spanish is a good choice for you!  

 

Why should I study a language?  

Learning languages encourages you to meet people from different countries and find out more about them. You will 

learn many skills which are useful in a wide range of careers, such as the ability to communicate clearly, be confident 

about speaking in public, use problem-solving strategies and write coherently. You will discuss interests, ideas and 

opinions with other people who speak the language.  

 

What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course?  

If you have knowledge of a variety of topics, and can express your opinions, you are ready to build on this at A-level, 

though you can start from scratch. You will learn about different aspects of Spanish culture, literature and film, and be 

able to use more complex grammar and vocabulary. This enables you to develop an understanding of the language, 

the countries where it is spoken and the people who speak it.  

 

What can I do after I have completed the course?  

People with language skills and knowledge usually have an advantage over people without them. They stand out as 

talented and successful people, with broad and exciting horizons. You will add an extra impressive international 

dimension to your CV and be in a stronger position to get a job in companies with international links. You may 

progress to study a degree in Spanish. You will be able to work or study in a Spanish-speaking country in later life. You 

will also add a useful skill if the primary focus of your A-level subjects is not languages: languages support careers in a 

range of areas including management, business, science and tourism. 
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SPORT & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
  

Examination Board:          AQA  

  

Course structure 

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams and submit all their non-exam assessment 

at the end of the course 

  

How will I be assessed? 

2 Written exam papers: 2 hours - 105 marks per paper - 70% of A-level 

Practical Assessment: Internal assessment, external moderation - 90 marks - Students are assessed as a performer or 

coach in the full-sided version of one activity. There is also a written and/or oral analysis of performance. 

  

What will I learn on this course? 

You will: 

Explore the contemporary sociological issues in modern sport 

Examine the effects of exercise and the relationships between training and performance 

Analyse the way we learn to be skilful 

Enhance your understanding of the role of technology or psychology in sporting performance 

Find ways to improve your own performance through your greater understanding. 

  

What do you need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

Several topics covered in the course are developments of work covered at GCSE but this is not a prerequisite.  What is 

more important is that you should have a lively and enquiring mind, an interest in physical education, a willingness to 

explore new ideas and an ability to communicate your ideas effectively.  In essence, the course will let students who 

enjoy sport and sporting activities develop their all-round knowledge of the subject whilst pursuing an academic 

course they enjoy. Students need to play one sport on the specification competitively.  

  

For what kind of student is this course suitable? 

The course will appeal to those students who: have a keen interest in sport and recreation and want to follow a course 

that develops the theoretical aspects of human performance through practical involvement.  
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MATHEMATICS IN CONTEXT  
 

Examination Board:  EDEXCEL  

 

How is this course structured? 

The Edexcel Level 3 Certificate in Mathematics in Context (Core Maths) is a post-16 qualification. It is designed to 

equip learners with the skills to develop and apply maths in the real world and to be confident about progressing to 

university, employment, professional training or higher apprenticeships in a wide range of industry sectors. 

 

The qualification reflects the content of the Mathematics IGCSE, which helps to provide a smooth learning transition, 

and is certificated on a five-grade scale from A (the highest) to E (the lowest). An A grade earns 20 UCAS points. 

 

The qualification uses real-world, relevant content, and adult, context-based problem-solving tasks. There are four 

content strands selected on the basis of their relevance and application to a wide range of areas of study and 

employment: 

● Applications of Statistics  
● Linear Programming 

● Probability  
● Sequences and Growth. 
The total number of guided learning hours for this qualification is 180. 

 

The qualification uses a 100% exam assessment model consisting of two externally examined papers, each lasting 1 

hour and 40 minutes. These papers are based on four real-life contexts studied during the course. The questions 

require students to comprehend, interpret and analyse the contexts in order to answer the questions. Calculators are 

allowed to be used in the assessments. There is no controlled assessment. 

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

The content of this qualification is drawn from a range of IGCSE content areas, predominantly statistics, probability, 

algebra and ratio (proportion and rates of change). 20% of its content is drawn from beyond and above IGCSE content. 

 

For what kind of student is this course suitable? 

The Core Maths qualification is for students with a grade 4 or above in IGCSE Mathematics who wish to continue 

developing their mathematical skills for real-world applications or to support the study of other subjects. It supports a 

wide range of Level 3 studies as well as preparing learners for the maths requirements of a number of higher 

education courses. The qualification is recognised in UCAS points and is supported by employers and Higher Education 

institutions 
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EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION (EPQ) 
 

Examination Board:  AQA 

 

How is this course structured? 

Students in Year 12 have weekly lessons as part of the Enrichment programme dedicated to the EPQ. The start of the 

course is a structured approach to the skills required for independent study and research and covers reading, note 

taking, research, critical analysis, referencing and avoiding plagiarism, creating a bibliography, project writing and 

presentation skills.  

 

Students are then supported in project choice, be that a five-thousand word project or artefact or performance with a 

one-thousand word report. There is always a member of staff to supervise and the work is tracked via an online log 

book, but the project is intentionally independent and completed in the student’s own time.  

 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 

There are no requirements to start the EPQ and it is an integral part of the colleges’ Enrichment programme.  

 

 

For what kind of student is this course suitable? 

The great thing about the EPQ is that it suits every learner because it is so flexible. Students can chose the project that 

best suits their skills and complements their aspirations. 

 

The EPQ is recognised by universities and can often lead to a reduced offer as admissions officers acknowledge the 

skill set that goes into producing a top grade EPQ. An A* grade in the EPQ is worth 28 UCAS points. 

 

It is also a valuable addition to a CV as employers are looking for evidence of analytical skills as well as independent 

and reflective workers. 
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YOUR OWN NOTES 
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