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Elizabeth College takes its safeguarding responsibilities extremely seriously.
Safeguarding legislation and practice have evolved significantly over the
decades, and the current school has rigorous safeguarding procedures in place.
These were most recently inspected and approved by the Independent Schools
Inspectorate (ISI) in November 2025.

In recent months, the College has been contacted about a number
of disclosures of alleged non-recent abuse concerning the experiences of former
pupils inthe 1970s and 1980s.

The College works closely with the Police and other safeguarding authorities and
will always make appropriate referrals of such matters to these agencies in line
with its legislative and statutory duties. However, in light of the concerns raised,
the Board has determined that it wishes to gain a fuller understanding of

what happened in its past.

The College has therefore commissioned an independent, expert-led review into
disclosures of non-recent abuse. The aim is to ensure that all relevant lessons
are learned from the past and that anyone impacted has an independent
process through which to disclose their experiences should they wish to do so.

The College has appointed Joanna Nicolas to lead the review. With over 30 years
of experience of working in the fields of Safeguarding and Child Protection,
Joanna has an established career as an independent consultant with expertise in
education and the safeguarding and protection of children. Any former member
of the College who would like further information about how to participate in this
review should contact Ms Nicolas

at nonrecentcasesreview@joannanicolas.co.uk and she will be able to explain
the process and approach.

Guernsey Police is aware of this review and would encourage anyone who
wishes to report a crime, non-recent or otherwise, to call 01481 222 222 or visit
the Police Station. Anyone with immediate concerns around child safeguarding
in Guernsey or Alderney should contact the Multi Agency Support Hub (MASH)
by calling 01481 223 182. An out of hours duty team for safeguarding is available
by calling 01481 222 222.
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Commenting today, John Roche, Chair of the Board of Governors, said: “The
College takes its duty to safeguard its pupils extremely seriously and the welfare
of the child will always be paramount,

which is why the College has commissioned this review. Safeguarding practice
has evolved and improved significantly over recent decades, but nonetheless it
is important that we understand and learn from our past. To this end, we have
appointed Joanna Nicolas to undertake a review for the Board of disclosures of
non-recent abuse from decades past, providing a confidential channel through
which anyone negatively impacted by their experiences can be listened to and
heard.”
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